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The Polish question in the Russian Empire: integration and discrimination

Integration and discrimination played an important role in the fate of the Polish question in the Russian Empire. Opposing each other at first glance, these two vectors were actually in a more complex relationship. Integration, making up the essence of the Polish question, was understood in a very wide range – from political loyalty to assimilation, and the variety of goals corresponded to the variety of means to achieve them. Both positive and negative discrimination, responsible for imperial asymmetry, could be considered as a temporary measure on the way to integration. 
The Empire reforming had to take into account the centre-peripheral relations. It was necessary to choose between (1) autonomy, in which the national suburbs could be the first to acquire new institutions, (2) advanced modernization of the imperial core, and (3) carrying out transformations throughout the state simultaneously.

The scenario in which positive discrimination of the western suburbs became a model for transformation throughout the state was almost never implemented. The use of negative discrimination experience based on restrictions and violence was much more in demand. Russian-Polish relations have known cases of rapid changes of the directions of discriminatory measures. Considerable difficulties arose in determining their targeting. Numerous imperial situations of this kind deserve special attention.

When studying the history of the Polish question it is necessary to consider the goal-setting of the imperial authorities (often represented by carriers of different attitudes) and their Polish opponents (also adherents of competing strategies). Secondly, it is important to analyse the achieved results, which often do not coincide with the expectations of the conflicting parties. Third, we need to pay attention to the perception of these results by contemporaries, in whose optics realities could receive a distorted and even mystified interpretation.

The format of the transnational history allows to trace how, in the face of new challenges, following strategic guidelines was replaced by situational solutions, and initially temporary measures showed great constancy.

The report presents a number of case studies that support the provisions formulated in the theses. 
