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The underground communities of resistant Uniates of Siedlce province: an episode of Polish-Russian rivalry or a phenomenon of religious borderland?
In 1875, the Uniate diocese of Kholm was liquidated and its parishes officially merged into Russian Orthodox Church (Kholm-Warsaw diocese). A large group of former Uniates refused to consider themselves Russian Orthodox, avoided churches and sacraments even when punished for doing so, and formed their own secret prayer communities. In 1875, they declared they wanted to keep a particular «Uniate liturgy», a phenomenon of the religious borderland: the Byzantine rite with East Slavonic language and a dozen of additional elements brought from Roman Catholic churches. 
However, when they began to decide autonomously on their liturgical life – as the role of actual clergymen in the creation of secret communities was limited – they became extremely close to folk Roman Catholicism, quickly abandoning the Byzantine rite and Eastern prayers. The borderland identity of the Uniates was lost: in thirty years, most of those who rejected Orthodoxy did not differ in anything from the Roman Catholic neighbours, and they succeeded in raising the second generation of staunch Catholics. 
The Uniates of Siedlce province, influenced by Roman Catholicism before 1875, underwent the final phase of self-imposed latinization, and then, consequently, polonization, at the time when the Russian authorities did the greatest effort to achieve the opposite, and when the Uniates had, paradoxically, the greates autonomy in deciding what customs and rites they would like to preserve and pass on. 
How did the underground communities work, what their spiritual culture was exactly like and how did they look at their own Eastern Slavic roots is examined on the basis of first-hand accounts of the Catholic priests who supported the Uniates, of the policemen who searched for «illegal cult» and, above all, of the Uniates themselves.

